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A dvo cat i n g t h e
Mission in the
N e w N o r ma l

by Eijay Valerio de Paz

The Association, undeterred by the disruption and restriction
caused by COVID-19, continues to advance the intention
and purpose of school supervision, “the shared mission of
giving human and Christian education to the young especially
the disadvantaged.” Together with committed lay partners
and sharers in the mission, initiatives and action steps were
undertaken to positively respond to the pandemic and other
challenges.
One notable milestone is the availability of a shared Virtual
Library portal through the generous help of Br. Bernard S. Oca
FSC, President of De La Salle Santiago Zobel School (DLSZ).
This is a very positive development especially at this time when
our students do not have the opportunity to go to the school
library to do their research work, or to enjoy reading books as
part of LASSO’s commitment to lifelong learning.
DLSZ hosted a virtual orientation on how to use the portal.
It was held last October 23, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. Facilitators
were Mr. Jay Michael Diola, Head Librarian and Mr. Gerald Dino
of the Learning Resource Center of DLSZ. There were a total of
76 delegates (School Heads and Librarians) from the LASSO,
ALAS, and LEAP Participating Schools.
Meanwhile, enthronement rites of the Bust of St. John Baptist
de La Salle in commemoration of his Death Tercentenary and
the Lasallian Jubilee Year was successfully carried out in Naga
College Foundation campus last October 21, 2020.
The
school
year
2019-2020 ended early
last March. I belonged
to the batch that never
experienced proper graduation, closure
from elementary that I looked forward to
as well as my family. Since then, the global
pandemic has made us afraid, frightened,
and starting to adjust to this so-called our
“New Normal”.
Before the school year, 2020-2021
started, I was wondering what it looks
like to have classes in a computer-based
environment. Online learning seems easy
enough because I’m part of a generation
that is accustomed to electronics and
internet-based software, but when I had
a feel for it, it was harder than I expected.
It became very common for me to see my
classmates disconnecting or lagging a lot.
The first day of online class was hard
but exciting. Everyone just turned on their
mics and spoke as if we were physically in

LASSO also rolled-out the survey questionnaire on how the
supervised schools are coping up with the new normal learning
environment, as seen in the eyes of the students, parents,
teachers, and school leaders.
Finally, in pursuit of our commitment to ensure teaching and
learning continuity while looking at the well-being of our students
and the school community, it is imperative for schools to take
stock of assessments that will most meaningfully support learner
development, responding to varied contexts at this time.
A webinar on Assessment of Student Learning in the New
Normal was organized by LASSO. It was held last October 24,
2020 with Mr. Alexander R. Borbon, a LASSO Supervisor as the
resource speaker. There were a total of 200 participants from
LASSO, ALAS, and LEAP Participating schools.
Together, and by association, the Lasallian Schools
Supervision Services Association, Inc. (LASSSAI) is committed
to double its efforts to assist the schools entrusted to its care,
furthering the mission of our founder to give a human and
Christian education to the young, especially the poor.

the classroom. As excited as we were, we
didn’t know about the rules and regulations
of online learning. One such rule is that I
can only speak when the teacher called on
me or if I used the raise hand function . It
made the online class better that we learned
and understood our lessons better without
overlapping voices. There were also times
that the internet connection is too slow to
connect to Google classroom that I have
to disconnect entirely out of the call and
rejoin the class again when the connection
is better. Sometimes the camera’s aren’t
working at all as well as the microphones.
There are still other things that I
encounter every day as I go about with
my online learning. I can say that learning
during the new normal is hard but for me
what is more difficult is to lose this year

and not learn anything at
all in this situation. I am
grateful because I am one
of those students who
can have the means for online schooling.
Online schooling has taught me to be
more patient, understanding and perseverant
in my studies. It makes me realize the
importance of good communication and
prompted me to appreciate the things that
I have and don’t have and to never stop
learning despite the current situation.
Lastly, I want to
thank and appreciate
the teachers for guiding
us and those who
arranged online learning
services and for the
content presented to us
in Google classroom.
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by Aliza Marie Jose

ADC community geared
up their innovative skills
as they went through a series of “firsts” in this new normal
setup. Not to be daunted by the pandemic, ADC successfully
conducted virtual programs and activities during the first quarter
of the school year 2020-2021.
ADC celebrated Buwan ng Wikang Pambansa with the
theme, “Wika ng Kasaysayan, Kasaysayan ng Wika: Ang
mga Katutubong Wika sa Maka-Filipinong Bayanihan Kontra
Pandemya” last August 14-17, 2020. The students made the
following activities: Malikhaing Pag-awit, Masining na Pagbikas
ng Tula at Paggawa ng Poster. The submitted works were
judged and the most creative ones were given recognitions
during a short program last September 4.
Last September 14, ADC excitedly launched ADC Got
Talent Goes Virtual to celebrate its 17th founding anniversary.
ADCeans still got to showcase their proud talents by uploading
their fabulous performances online. ADC Facebook page
followers were able to watch these and enjoyed them. The
awesome performances who earned the greatest number of
reactions, combined with the judges’ scores, won the contest.
ADCeans halted its traditional Trick or Treat parade this year
but they still get to dress up in their scary, dazzling and cutest
costumes during the virtual “ADC Halloween in Quarantine” last
October 29 and 30. It was indeed a memorable event.
Focus on the brains of the ADC community was also done
through ADC’s Online Quiz bees. Last October 30, our future
scientists amused everyone in Zoom as their knowledge
in science facts and applications were tested. Top five from
grades 3-6 were able to participate in this Virtual Science Quiz
Bee. Last December 4, our top English spellers from preschool
to grade 6 were able to take part in a successful Virtual Spelling
Bee.
Lastly, to keep in touch with the parents, ADC conducted
“Online Kamustahan”. The teachers and staff were able to hear
heart-warming feedback and good suggestions regarding the
children’s online activities. The first quarter of the school year
2020-2021 would not have been successful without these very
understanding and supportive parents.
The pandemic has truly challenged the whole community,
but with God’s grace and guidance, ADC was able to continue
to provide quality learning and fun-filled activities to its dearest
ADCeans.

Thriven @ 27:
OLHRS holds virtual
anniversary celebration
by Nicole S. Lomentigar

“There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult
it is, that we cannot solve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary”
thus said Sr. Lucia of Fatima, cousin of St. Francisco Marto
and St. Jacinta Marto, who witnessed the apparition of
the Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal, in the year 1917. Her
inspirational quote explicitly illustrates the Rosarians’ Marian
devotion and steadfast piety, with which the RosarianLasallian community has been able to thrive. Through 27
years, the rosary with the intercession of the Blessed Mother
has served as the institution’s companion in joy, sorrow, and
glory. It has constantly been their powerful source of strength,
resiliency and positivity especially in the existing pandemic.
This academic year, the highly anticipated celebration of
the 27th Founding Anniversary of the Our Lady of the Holy
Rosary School (OLHRS) — one of the premiere educational
institutions in Tanza was made possible through Facebook
streaming. The OLHRS faculty, staff, and administrators
made sure that the health crisis would not be a hindrance to
celebrate this annual Rosarian milestone. As a way of giving
thanks to the Almighty Father who has given another year for
the Catholic institution to continue its mission of molding the
minds of the young, a Thanksgiving Mass co-celebrated by
Rev. Fr. Roberto Capino and Rev. Fr. Ariel Lisama was held
on October 7 at the Holy Rosary Parish, Amaya 6, Tanza,
Cavite.
After the Mass, the 27th Founding Anniversary Virtual
Celebration kicked off with a juxtaposed dance number from
Kurt Cedrick Ramirez, Matteo Jullian Manas, Rafaelle Jhaye
Timpoc, La Jhen Custodio, Micah Ysabel Jocson, Allisah
Mae Dela Cruz, Jaycee Mae Baculod, and Denzel Descalso
to the tune of BTS’s “Dynamite”. OLHRS teachers and staff
also showed off their flair for dancing with Ms. Kimberlie
Igos, Ms. Arra Joy Capino, Ms. Glacy Rey Buendia, Ms.
Mary Chrizelle Calitis, Ms. Danica Bardiago, and Ms. Ma.
Ruth Liana Tapawan along with the pride of the Senior High
School Department: Nina Rica Torres, Alexa Marie Sabiniano,
Giuliana Nichelle Israel, and Nastassja Leis Tayam.
Fun games which featured select pupils and their families
followed with game master and the program’s emcee, Ms.
Evangelyn Cerera. “Fruits and Vegetable Eating Contest”
challenged the preschoolers to eat healthy where Eric Lina
and Tang Le Dexter Chen won. “Maria Went to the Mall”
featured the Manas, Embanecido, and Putong families in
a race dressed up in a woman’s loose housedress, a pair
of shades and slippers, and a shopping basket. The Manas
family won the game having finished in the shortest span of
time. “Bring Me” proved to be an all-time favorite with the
following items as the participants’ winning “piece” -rosary by
Alaina Jan Roque and Mikeisha Anne Prevosa, water dipper
by Erelie Justine Petiluna and Allysa Caroline Dayrit, ladle by
Jaeda Lorien Tahimic and Ernest Samuel Cilindro, chamber
pot by Maria Niña Pasco and Rae Alidia Madel Untiveros,
mop by Alguel Paras and Irielle Christeena Lopez, hard
broom by Gabriel Nathan Gutierrez and Vince Leo Castro,
and lunch viand by Jerson Adrielle Armintia and Princess
Camille Cenizal.
Select Rosarians captivated their virtual audience with
their music. Dale Justin Schroth pulled off a piano rendition
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CSIL

braves the pandemic!
The COVID-19 pandemic has engendered several
changes in the functioning of governments and societies
around the world. One sector which is greatly affected is the
education sector.
Amidst this public health emergency, Colegio Sta,
Isabel of Laguna Inc. remains committed to do its best to
continue learning. The school is fortunate to retain 79% of its
population this school year. Many of the students transferred
to the public schools or dropped out of school because of
financial difficulites.
The school has adopted Blended Learning with Modular
Distance Learning and Online Distance Learning as major
options. The school year started a bit difficult but as days
passed, everyone was able to adjust to these new learning
modalities.
In the Modular Distance
Learning, self-learning and
self-paced modules are
released to the learners
and retrieved from them
thru their parents and
guardians once a quarter.
Each module contained
3-5 lessons, with activities
and assessments, aligned
with the Most Essential
Learning Competencies.
The teachers have been
given intensive trainings
and
workshops
to
adequately prepare them
for module writing. Likewise,
both parents and guardians
and learners were given
online orientations to cope
with the nuances of the
modalities.
The Online Distance
Learning
is
partially
implemented at CSIL. It is
used only for re-teaching,
remediating, giving of long
tests and processing of
learnings and difficulties of
learners coming from the
Exit Card found in each
module.
We have distributed
the Report Cards of the
First Quarter and have completed the Second Quarter
period. February 1, is the start of the Third Quarter and so
far, everything is going on smoothly.
We thank all the stakeholders for being understanding,
patient, flexible, creative, adaptable, and resilient in
overcoming the challenfes brought about by this pandemic
crisis. Without them, learning will not continue.
Kudos to all teachers for the job well done!
We thank LASSO and the school owners for their
unwavering support, in many forms, making learning possible
despite enormous challenges and uncertainties. Things
became easier for al of us.
ANIMO!

Classes in PiaMont officially opened
on August 27, 2020, and everybody was
so excited to meet faces they longed so
much.
Along with the welcoming music
and good vibes, PiaMont Peñafrancia
Science Oriented School Foundation, Inc.
celebrates with a huge smile and rhythm
as the SY 2020-2021 is about to start. It
started with a prayer asking the guidance
and protection from Almighty God
followed by the welcoming message from
PiaMont’s Founder and Chairperson, Dr.
Maria Aveline P. Averilla, aka Teacher Bey.
Teacher Bey said that all children start
their learnings with sparkling imaginations,
fertile minds, and willingness to take
risks what they think. Children want the
same things we want --- to laugh, to be
challenged, to be entertained and to be
delighted despite of the situation. Her
brother and Head of the Elementary
Department, Mr. Maurice P. Averilla,
added that learning could be meaningful
by creating nice visuals and lively
presentation of instructions to the student
because they will miss a lot of activities
from the school like PiaMont Intramurals,
Leadership Trainings, Special Classes like
Taekwondo, Drums, Modern Dance, and
Piano, Cooking lessons in EPP, PiaMont
Picnic, and many more.
Nevertheless, PiaMont gathered once
more to share different stories conjoined
with the DepEd curriculum and LASSO
guidance. Distance may subside the
relationship among the school and the
learners but it will definitely bend according
to the purpose of education.
Early in the afternoon, after the opening program, a break-out room from
Zoom was used for each grade level to communicate with other important
matters. Each adviser wholeheartedly welcomes their students. Giving of
schedules, applying online class etiquette, sending document procedures
via e-mail, was introduced effectively by their adviser.
Hence, there will be a significant amount of extra work involved for the
teachers. Printing and sorting of modules, allocating time for updating new
lessons, creating new powerpoint presentations to the class, applying new
techniques so that the children will not get bored. But still, PiaMont teachers
remains committed to the vision-mission of the school.
“Walang susuko, walang hihinto”, an elementary teacher in PiaMont
once said. A line that might be so short but speaks thousands of passions
in teaching.
To adapt to this new learning environment that is too far from the reality
is an eye-opener. To adapt is to change and to change is to survive.
Now, even though many of things have fallen off, one thing is certain‒
PiaMont is again on top of the world with another year of teaching, loving,
and caring for its children.
We don’t know what the future holds or how long the pandemic is. But
we can try to shape each day to be positive, creative, exciting and rewarding.
As William Shakespeare reminds us in this quote, “our potential is infinite!”
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“Talagang Kering-Keri”
SBISB strengthens its capacity of addressing the needs of online schooling. With
the installation of network stabilizers, internets, and land cables, the school claims
that they are more than prepared.
The Vice-Principal for Administrative Affairs, Mrs. Anna Gracia Santos said on
Thursday night that the school is more than prepared with her response “Talagang
kering-keri” — despite the slow connection — when she was asked if the school is
prepared for this school year amid a health crisis.
The school installed a network stabilizer then later added three more to toughen the
internet connection within the school premises. Along with the installment of land cables which
is specifically on the first floor and in the process of adding on the second floor.
SBISB also added more WiFi routers that are for permanent use.
School activities and classes are being done all online. Teachers and students access
their classes through a learning management system (LMS) that is designed to assess and
execute learning contents.
The viewing of grades is now virtual —and is postponed because of weak connection due
to Typhoon Ulysses—. Payment of tuition fees may also be done through bank transactions.
“Challenging pero makakasanayan rin naten” Mrs. Santos quoted, expressing hope for
students and teachers who are still coping with this new normal.
All of these changes and improvements are being conducted with the implementation of
interim guidelines that are being observed throughout the school building in coordination with
DepEd, DOLE, and IATF.
Minors and seniors are not allowed to enter the school premises which means
students are prohibited from entering the school building as well as no mask and no
face shield. Teachers pass-through thermal scanning and later step on foot baths and
scan their IAmSafe IDs.
One way system is also observed in the school’s entrance and exit. SBISB also
installed alcohol stations within the school building and Saturdays are allotted for
disinfection day, wherein janitors and guards are the only people in the school.

English as an opportunity
to widen horizons
by Stelle Andrei Bulauan and Julliene Rayne Sauco

English is a universal language. It is everywhere as
witnessed in the SBIS-B celebration of the English Month last
September 01-30, 2020 with the theme: Conquering the Fears
in the New Normal; Lingua Franca Dynamics. The English
Month was held to provide opportunities for students to accept
new challenges, widen their language horizons in unique ways,
and learn the importance of English around the world.
Mr. Randy Lazado, the chairman of the said event,
Miss Janine Sarabia, the co-chairwoman, and the rest of the
teachers prepared different competitions for the Benildeans to
join during the month of September. From their own homes,
select students from each class, kindergarten to grade 10 did
not hold back to show their talents through the screen.
Although everything was done online, they managed to
give their best with a push coming from their classmates and
teachers. Benildeans didn’t cease to show their talents through
numerous contests listed below. The winners received digitalcertificates.
Kindergarten:
Nursery Rhymes Competition, Coloring Contest,
Poem Recital
Level 1:
Cover that Song Competition, Poem Recital,
Symbols of Hope

Level 2:
Essay Writing Contest, Slogan Making Contest, Oration,
and Monologue Battle
Level 3:
Digital Slogan Making Contest, Oration,
Essay Writing Contest, Infomercial Contest,
and Monologue Battle
In line with this year’s
theme, the contestants did
a great job of proving that.
These talented youngsters
manifested their forte through
the use of their knowledge,
skills, and determination. They
proved that this pandemic is
not an obstacle to show their
God-given talents. They are
proofs that a true Benildean
can never be beset by
enormous waves.
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NCF Guidance Center
guides Nceans online
by Grace Cepriaso, News Writer, JHS

Last October 23, 2020 – the NCF Guidance and Testing Center opened an online
counseling or also known as the “General Consultation” exclusively for all students of the
Naga College Foundation, Inc.
Due to the current circumstances and issues that surround most of the students, the
Guidance Office and Testing center organized an online counseling to help the students
handle their concerns in school and their home amidst the new normal. The students can set
up an appointment with a guidance counselor and talk about their problems and sentiments.
The said project aims to maintain the service of the guidance office despite the present
pandemic and the distance learning the students experience nowadays.
According to the Guidance Counselor, Mr. Anton S. Perez, “The benefit that the student
could get is that despite the virtual strategies that our academic world is implementing,
students could still lean on the school counselors in times of stress and anxieties. The
counselors always try to become a big help to students when it comes to making strategies
and interventions to cope with the current situation.” He also shared and added that: “On the
other hand, aside from the fact that we do fulfill our job as counselors, learning that students
gain a sense of knowledge and confidence on how to cope with stress is a big achievement
and realization on our part.”
Aside from that, Mr. Perez also said that the main purpose of this project is to assist and
guide students mentally and emotionally in their journey towards the virtual academic world.
The Online Counselling is open for NCeans who badly need guidance and care.

RCC-Colegio De San Rafael:
LOVE is the key to thrive
in this pandemic
by The RCC-CDSR Family

The year 2020 was an exceptional year for us and all
peoples around the globe. The Covid-19 pandemic caused
a 360 degrees turnaround in our very lives. The noisy,
pre-occupied, worldly setting was suddenly stopped and silenced
by this tiny parasite. It did not only take away our freedom;
more so, it left us devastatingly terrified and defenseless.
This battle of mankind is uniquely destructive as the enemy
dictates us what to do to be able to survive. The effects of this
pandemic are heartbreaking, and, almost always, hopelessness
creeps in our veins. In the news, we see deaths here and there;
businesses closed down; many became unemployed, and we
miss that fresh air that we breathe in as we need to wear face
masks and face shields every time we go out. This is the new
normal.
This pandemic affected almost every aspect of our lives and
of the society, and the education sector was not an exemption.
We were caught unsuspectingly, but the education of the young
cannot be delayed or suspended. The education sector was
quick in finding ways on how to deliver quality education despite
the pandemic. Thus, the introduction and utilization of online
learning, synchronous and asynchronous learning, modulebased learning, etc . came right on hand. Webinars and trainings
for such were conducted, and teachers painstakingly attended
each of them to get themselves equipped in the delivery of
instruction in the new normal. Major stakeholders of educational
institutions were not left unmoved or unconcerned. They gave
their support in various ways, even if it hurt them financially.
They enhanced their facilities that relate to online learning, sent
teachers to various webinars, etc.

As RCC-CDSR teachers, we saw how our school
struggled, but we were also able to see how it slowly but surely
addressed concerns that emerged amidst the pandemic. As the
administrators do their responsibilities, we, the teachers, are
so much concerned about our students and their well-being.
Certainly, the webinars we attended were helpful but were not
enough to address our students’ individual needs. As we do not
see our students face-to-face (the classroom scenario is way too
different from the past), we feel that we need to be more patient,
encouraging, and understanding to them. By being so, we are
not only taking care of their mental health, which is one important
concern that arose during the pandemic, but also their academic
standing. Simple things like processing their disappointments
why certain activities are cancelled (e.g., sports, etc.) or listening
to and processing their frustrations about being at home 24/7
are helpful strategies to keep our students’ disposition towards
learning. Moreover, we give our students utmost consideration
and provide them with creative alternative activities whenever
they experience internet connection problems. Furthermore, we
actively collaborate with our Guidance Counselor to see to it that
our students’ mental health is taken care of. Thus, initially, our
Guidance and Counseling Office conducted a session regarding
mental health to the parents and students. These simple but
genuine and assuring gestures come from our very hearts and
are rooted on our love for our students and our vocation as well.
The times may be challenging, but, we, the RCC-CDSR
Family, cannot be at a standstill. We are determined to give
the students our genuine love and the quality education they
definitely deserve. With such, we are certain that we can thrive
in this pandemic.
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SBIS-B
Student Council ’20 - ’21
looks back and
moves forward
by Marvin Vejano and Abraham Paul Restar

There’s a cliché that goes “for every chapter that closes,
a new one is being opened.” Cliché as it may be, but it states
one and only constant thing that remains, change. When
28th of February 2020 came, the election for the new set of
Student Council officers was held in SBIS-B. Every student,
whether a candidate or not, exemplified that “nervous-cited”
feeling. Before classes ended, the voting came to place first.
Everyone was given the ballots containing the new names of
the candidates that were chosen to be the next voice of the
students for the next school year.
Two parties, the Benildean Leaders of the Youth
Volunteers or the BLYV party and the Benildean Youth
Empowered Society or the B-Yes Partylist, with their roster
of candidates vied for key positions in the Student Council.
But, before the election day, everyone was getting ready
of who will be their next batch of Great Leaders. Everyone
wondered and asked themselves on why they are chosen
to run for this kind of election. Most were not that confident
about themselves, some were still scared to represent their
party. But the candidates are told that “People were chosen
because of trust,” which means that they themselves were
trusted. That’s why no one backed out. That’s the Benildean
Spirit! Everyone gathered up, made their respective jingles,
prepared themselves, and had their campaigns. Everyone
seemed to be very careful when it comes to their choices.
Excitement of the students made the candidates more
nervous for the upcoming election.
When the voting had begun, silence filled the corridors of
the school. The grade 10 students of the school were the ones
who facilitated the voting. When the candidates were done
voting, they were sent outside the room so that the counting
can begin. As the students walked around the corridors of the
school, they were not permitted to take a peek, but you can
really feel the tension rising in their systems. Several minutes
later, the students in charge and the advisers came out of the
rooms with a box held in their hands, containing the judgment
of the election. Silence filled the entire school again until a
voice was heard all over the school. It was one of the vice
principals who broke the deafening silence present in the air.

Mrs. Raquel Oredo, the VP for Academic Affairs, began
announcing the names of the winners. Applauses and
shouts of joy can be heard up to the entrance of the school.
Everyone got so excited for the next batch of Great Leaders.
As soon as the announcement of the new Mayor was settled,
the cheering became louder, tears started to fall, and hearts
were filled with hope of a new era to look forward to.
Before the day ended, the outgoing and incoming SC
Officers had a photo together, symbolizing the passing
of the honor and the responsibilities to the newly-elected
officers. Change may be difficult, but with open arms, we
must welcome them. It is not just about not being able to do
something about the situation, but it is also for growth. May
God bless our new set of officers for this school year and
may they bring forth order and peace to the school.
This was looking back, before Covid19 changed the
educational landscape. Eight months later and moving on
to the present and the future, the new set of Student Council
officers are up against new challenges peculiar to the times.
The current public health crisis brought forth radical
changes in the entire educational set-up where students
learn via virtual platform. Governing during this pandemic
era entails more challenges than ordinary times. However,
the student council officers have outlined feasible programs
that break the restrictions of distance learning. They are
currently managing the student council facebook page that
keeps its followers updated with school-related events and
announcements. Members of the council also work in close
collaboration with the teachers during the school monthly
activities. They collect and make follow-up of entries of
students joining the contests. In addition, the council tries
its best to monitor the social media accounts of their fellow
Benildeans ensuring that everyone lives up to the values
upheld by the school. A new undertaking of the council is
creating a virtual discussion group called Discussopedia
with the purpose of providing assistance to students needing
academic help.

NCF COMMUNITY
LAUNCHES

“TULONG NCEANO:
BANGON ORAGON”
b y H o n e y le n e M a e Na r va to , Ne ws Wr ite r, SH S

Within just a month, a wave of successive
typhoons such as Typhoon Quinta, Super Typhoon
Rolly, and Typhoon Ulysses have brought things
down over the heads of our fellow Bicolanos last
November 2020. Countless are displaced and many
more have suffered losses brought on by violent
winds and relentless rains.
The Naga College Foundation Inc. with the
partnership of Bicol Society of Public AdministrationNCF Chapter, Katipunan ng mga Mag-aaral sa Araling
Panlipunan (KAMAPA), College of Teacher EducationStudent Council, National Service Reserve Corps,
and The Naga Collegian launches its Donation Drive
Relief Operation with the theme: “TULONG NCEANO,
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LLCI enthrones the bust of St. La Salle on
Lasallian Mentors’ Day
by Dara T. Ramos

January 26, 2021 --- a very special day for LIDE Learning
Center, Inc. in Isabel, Leyte. The annual Teachers’ Day Celebration
was made extra special with the much-awaited enthronement of
the Bust of the Founder.
The bust, a gift to LASSO schools on the occasion of the
Lasallian Jubilee Year in honor of the 300th year anniversary of
the death of St. John Baptist De La Salle, was originally scheduled
for enthronement on February 21, 2020 together with the fraternal
visit of LASSSAI President, Br. Jun Erguiza, FSC. Sadly, due
to Covid-19 travel restrictions, it was cancelled. The prepared
pedestal along the hallway remained empty for almost a year. But
thanks to LASSSAI, who heeded the LIDEANS’ request, the bust
eventually reached Leyte last December despite the pandemic.
The ceremony started with the live streamed Holy Mass
celebrated by Msgr. Ramon Stephen B. Aguilos, the school
chaplain. This was followed by a short procession of the bust in
the hallways of the Junior and Admin Building with the community
singing the song, “Live Jesus in Our Hearts.” The bust then was
properly installed by Mrs. Ofelia E. Asayas, the high school Asst.

Principal, on the waiting pedestal adorned by white flowers, just
outside the Campus Ministry Office which serves as the school
altar alongside the images of Mother Mary, St. Joseph and the
Child Jesus.
Surrounded by teachers, some students and staff wearing
face masks, the bust was incensed and blessed followed by the
special liturgy ---opening prayer, reading of the Word, reflection,
personal meditation, closing prayer, closing song, “ Tell the World
of His Love” and the Lasallian Prayer.
To conclude the activity, Br. Jun Erguiza delivered a very
inspiring message to the community through the pre-recorded
video he sent two days before the ceremony which was shared
live streamed.
Br. Jun reminded the community that although the Founder
died three hundred years ago but that “where you find teachers
who are able to see their students with the eyes of faith, there is
De La Salle; wherever you find administrators who do their jobs
very well in helping their teachers to become effective Lasallian
teachers, there is where De La Salle is; and wherever students
are found animated with the spirit of St. John Baptist De La Salle,
there is John Baptist De La Salle.
It is a statue made of wood--- the wooden St. La Salle. I
hope that as we enthrone him in this school, we will not find just
the image of St. La Salle that is wooden, but actually a De La
Salle that will enter the hearts and minds and souls of students,
teachers, administrators, and parents of LIDE Learning Center.
And as we find him today, not as a statue but present in the hearts
of many whose lives he had touched right here, De La Salle is no
longer dead. De La Salle is very much alive in you.”

BANGON ORAGON” to deliver aid to
our devastated “kababayan” especially
to our fellow NCeanos.
The mobilization started from
November 16 until December 5, 2020.
After the 20-day donation drive of the
Tulong: NCeano program, the turn
over ceremony of the relief packs was
held last December 11, 2020. A total
of 237 relief packs containing rice,
canned goods, instant noodles, and
hygiene kits were collected. 50 relief
packs have been delivered to Barangay
Mangogon, Lagonoy, Camarines Sur.
Meanwhile, the remaining relief packs
were donated to the Naga City People’s
Council (NCPC) that was immigrated
to Barangay Toytoy, Garchitorena last
December 19, 2020.

8
EUCHARISTIC MASS AND
ENTHRONEMENT RITES OF
ST. DE L A SALLE’S BUST
TAKES PLACE AT NCF

Jess Mario San Joaquin
News Writer, NCF JHS

Last October 21, 2020, the Eucharistic celebration and
Enthronement Rites of the image of John Baptist de La Salle
happened at Naga College Foundation Inc. together with the
administrators, Staff, faculty members, and selected rest of
the student-leaders.
The purpose of the event is to commemorate the Death
Tercentenary of St. John and the Lasallian Jubilee Year
through a Eucharistic Mass presided by Rev. Fr. Godofredo
C. Rueda Jr. , the school chaplain.
The event was originally dated to take place last
school year 2019-2020, however, due to some unexpected
circumstances and the outbreak of NCOV (now COVID-19),
the commemoration was called off and was moved to
October 2020. The department limited the number of
attendees and followed the minimum safety protocols
to prevent the possible spreading of COVID-19. For that
reason, the organizers decided to go on live broadcast in
order for the rest of the students to watch and witness the
commemoration.
At around 5 pm, the procession of St. John Baptist De La
Salle’s bust occurred along the pathway from ST Quadrangle
to the grounds of the Junior High School Building where the
pedestal of St. John was located.

According to Ma’am Raquel F. Nabong, the JHS Academic
Supervisor, the said event represents the life and journey of St.
La Salle as well as the Naga College Foundation Basic Education
Department as part of the Lasallian Schools Supervision Office.
“The enthronement of St. John Baptist de La Salle is our meaningful
way of recognizing his work, promoting his life and teachings, and to
remind us of his contributions to the Christian Education of the young
especially the poor, which is very similar to what our founder, Lolo
Mel, has done”, President Mario C. Villanueva stated on his short
speech as to why the event matters. The rites went on smoothly and
ended with the singing of the tercentenary theme song and One La
Salle hymn.

CSAP celebrates DECEMBER
with a bang!

This year may not be the best year for the school, as
the CSAP family decided to scrimp and do away with the
usual lavish Christmas party, to respond to the challenges
brought about by the pandemic. But it did not stop Colegio
de San Antonio de Padua from celebrating with activities
that added cheer to the whole CSAP community.
The school once again brought smiles and a little bit
of tears to the residents of the Ramon Durano Foundation
Home for the Aged last December 22, as selected employees
and students visited the retirement home to dance, sing,
chat and give bundles of joy to the elderly.
To give marketing a boost and to inspire the community
to send their loved ones to CSAP, the school launched its
first ever slogan “CSAP…. Gateway to better lives”. The

said slogan was unveiled
last December 23, in front
of all the CSAP employees.
The program highlighted the
testimonies of successful
alumni and how CSAP helped
them to be where they are now, thus becoming their entry to
having successful careers and better lives.
Instead of the traditional manito/manita or exchanging
gifts, CSAP created the program “PRE-LOVED KO,
PAMASKO MO”. The said program demystified the idea
that gift-giving is costly because the personnel were not
obliged to buy brand new gifts. Usable hand-me-down
items, outgrown clothes, and ukay-ukay were the gifts
that were given. Believing that charity and love begins at
home, employees were again reminded that Christmas
was about sharing love and showing concern for one
another throughout the year. It made the CSAP community
remember the adage, “No one is so poor that he cannot
give; No one is so rich that he does not need.”
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#CREATIVELOVE abounds at the Academy of St. John
Cognizant of the great challenges posed by the Covid-19
pandemic, a predicament that requires great effort to
overcome, the administration of the Academy of Saint John
equipped the community with the essentials before it sails to
unspanned waters. In the onset, the learning modality and the
Learning Management System to be used for distance learning
needed to be identified. Another pressing concern was creating
a virtual classroom that will spur the interest of the pupils,
making the learners more engaged and interactive despite all
the limitations. And most importantly, how to impress upon the
minds of these young men and women the values they need to
grow with.
Fueled by the
teachers’ love for the
children, ASJ designed
a
class
program
where children are
given ample time for
synchronous learning,
and for asynchronous
activities
as
they
transition to a higher level, and not to overlook the given time to
rest their eyes between each subject. True to its vision-mission,
ASJ continues the school’s thrust of molding responsible,
patriotic, and law-abiding citizens, the National Anthem and
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and country are conducted
every Monday and Friday. Prayer at every beginning and end
of each class has been part of the ASJ culture. To strengthen
the child’s love for God, First Friday masses are celebrated via
Fb live. The same holds in all other religious activities of the
school- the daily praying of the rosary for the entire month of
October in observance of the month of the Holy Rosary in their
virtual classrooms together with their advisers, the first lighting
of the advent wreath was done live via the official page of the
Academy of Saint John so that the students and the whole
community as well may virtually take part in the celebration.

The school also makes sure that activities in different
subjects are geared towards working together, encouraging
families to bond together and get closer to each other by
involving themselves in the projects. Activities like singing
contests and performances are conducted by the school
online to give the pupils some break from the rigidity of online
learning. In service to the students, the guidance advocates are
in constant communication
with the students to monitor
their academic progress and
their health and wellness.
Moreover,
the
school
continues to fulfill its mission
of fostering generosity, social
responsibility,
and
love
towards fellowmen even
during these hard times. The
school’s online immersions are hinged on projects that can
be done by the students with minimal supervision, the output
of which may be shared with the members of their immediate
communities. The school’s various immersion programs in the
time of pandemic range from children making their altar at home
and encouraging each family to pray together, saving coins in
pet bottles to be endorsed to the local parish, to high school
students making their
vegetable garden at home
and giving their harvest to
their neighbors.
Though faced with
what seems to be an
insurmountable odd, ASJ
will always choose love for
the mission, love for the
children, and most of all,
love for God as its guiding
light in traversing this sea of uncertainty.

PiaMont goes to Australia
by M auric e P. Av e r i l l a

Yes, Australia! And, thanks very
much to the pandemic (pun intended).
PiaMont Peñafrancia Science
Oriented School Foundation, Inc is
not taking the limitations effected by
the current educational landscape
sitting down. The school continually
explores and discovers a plethora of
opportunities and possibilities even
on adverse circumstances while
maintaining all the time the unending
quest for academic frontiers if only
to satisfy itself of its holistic zeal to
education. This was manifested by
the “travel” of PiaMont’s pupils to Montgrove College in New
South Wales. (NSW, a state on the east coast of Australia, had
been allowed to conduct on-campus learning, at least at the
time of the event, after having been subjected to strict Covid-19
lockdown rules and restrictions).
In a letter of proposal to Ms. Lourdes Mejia, Principal of
Montgrove College, Dr. Maria Aveline P. Averilla, the founder of
PiaMont, had the following to articulate as the program’s general
objectives:

M r s. Ve r o n i ca An g e l i n e M i sl a n g
Pa n g i l i n a n , a F i l i p i n a , l e a d s a n d
j o i n s h e r p u p i l s a t M o n tg r o ve
C o l l e g e to m e e ti n g th e i r Pi a M o n t
co u n te r p a r ts.

•

Eve n t M o derator: Teacher Herwena
Jo yce An turpia of PiaMont.

Establishing lifelong friendships and collaborations
of learners from both schools that would reinforce
psychosocial development in the midst of a pandemic.
• Creating friendly curricular and extra-curricular intramurals
between schools in order to make learning processes for
the children more interesting and enable pupils to gain
and acquire more knowledge and skills from each other.
• Founding a venue that would allow parents from both
schools to share and learn from each other on their
major roles as co-educators and values ‘formators’ of the
children.
The initial virtual encounter between pupils from PiaMont and
Montgrove College last December 4, 2020 was expected to be
a prelude to more collaborations and activity partnerships in the
near future, pandemic or no pandemic.
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“It’s the most wonderful time of the
year!” is the first and the most joyous line
in the Christmas song of Andy Williams
with the same title. It perfectly illustrates
the Christmas spirit and joy everyone
has, as soon as the Christmas season
arrives, and knowing that the Philippines
celebrates Christmas for a long period of
time, this annual event has been always
greatly anticipated because it is a season
meant for giving, loving, and bonding with
each other. For this reason, it appears
that not even the pandemic could ever
overshadow the euphoric nature of
this event. Thus, just like everyone’s
steadfast faith in these trying times, the
usual anticipation for this yearly occasion
has remained unwavering, and this only
shows that Filipinos are resilient—they
always look forward for another day and
for that brighter Hope that has yet to
come.
In celebration of
this festive Catholic
tradition, the Our Lady
of the Holy Rosary
School (OLHRS), along
with its administrators,
faculty,
and
staff,
welcomed its students
and their parents in
the recently pioneered
Christmaslandia 2020,
held on December 12-14
at OLHRS Mulawin Campus. The newly
launched Christmas program aimed
to promote positivity, love, and charity
among Rosarians despite the occurrence
of the global crisis, and more importantly,
enabling the members of the RosarianLasallian family to be together for a few
minutes to experience the ecstatic spirit
of Christmas.
As much as the school administrators,
faculty, and staff want to give Rosarians a
Christmas celebration in the utmost sense
of festivity and togetherness, everyone’s
health and safety remained to be top
priority. Hence, the “Drive Thru@OLHRS
Christmaslandia” was held for three
days. Drive Thru schedule was carefully
prepared. The first day was allotted for
Grades 7-10, the second day for Nursery/
Kinder, and Grades 1-6 while the last day
was allotted for Grades 11 and 12. There
were also two means to pick-up gifts —
via drive thru, or walk-in which must only
last for two to three minutes to avoid a big
gathering of people.

Highlights of this mini-gathering
included the giving of gifts and
personalized
greeting
cards
from
classmates and teachers, the meet-andgreet between teachers and students,
and the mini-reunion among pupils and
students. The presents distributed to
the Rosarians were all packed in one
drawstring bag which contained an official
Green Sparrows T-shirt, a wellness kit
that included hygienic items, medicines,
and face shields along with surgical and
a personalized OLHRS face mask, and
souvenirs from teachers. In the same way,
the students were also able to gift their
teachers, classmates, and friends which
manifests their love and appreciation for
the presence of these people in their lives.
OLHRS Christmaslandia also opened
doors for simple get-togethers of students
with their teachers. This encounter
enabled Rosarians to personally meet and

greet their new teachers and instructors
for the first time. Thus, the excitement
everyone felt was evident on their faces
as they happily took pictures while
maintaining social distance. Similarly,
the school’s Christmaslandia event also
witnessed the warm smiles painted on
the faces of Rosarians as they reunited
with their classmates, schoolmates,
and friends. With this, the welcoming
atmosphere made new members of the
Rosarian-Lasallian community feel that
they belong to one big, happy family.
Glee could be gleaned from the
statements of some attendees.
“It is very much enjoyable for me as
a student even if [it’s] for a short time,
and [it appears as if it was] a treat for
[the] students since it’s pandemic. We
had such time to celebrate Christmas in
school for all [and with all] those teachers
who prepared this, and also, the gifts
that they gave us were enough to make
us happy since we saw them for the
first time in person, alongside with our

classmates and friends. The decorations
were simple, but you can really see the
hard work and dedication just to create a
Christmaslandia in the OLHRS Campus,”
Marielle R. Calderon, a Grade 11 student
shared.
Jhe Ann C. Bobadilla, adviser of
Grade 11 - St. Alberto Magno from
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) strand commented,
“Christmaslandia is one of the best
experiences! First time ko kasi ‘to, kaya
super enjoy at masasabi kong nakakabitin.
Aside from that kasi, nakakalungkot din
dahil ‘di man lang namin ma-kamayan
or mayakap ‘yung mga students.” While
the senior high school instructor’s sharing
suggested a sad reality, the perspective
of one Rosarian parent focused on the
brighter aspect of the event. “Enjoy
naman, maganda ‘yung pagkakadecorate nila. Nakita din natin na ‘pag
may pumapasok, winiwelcome nila. Masaya.”
In observance of the
Christmas season, the
OLHRS Christmaslandia
was just one of the many
activities and programs
launched by the school
administrators for the
Rosarians to experience
Christmas the way they
used to, when there
is no prevalent health crisis yet. Other
institutional programs aligned with this
festive season and spearheaded by Gino
Joseph A. Manas, Pupil Council/Student
Council adviser and Desiree P. Dimasuay,
Student Council - Senior High School
Department adviser were the Christmasthemed Photo Contest, Christmas Tiktok
Challenge — Family and High School
Edition, Virtual Christmas Caroling,
and the annual Papaskong Handog ng
Rosarians.
Indeed, nothing can beat the splendor
of Christmas in the hearts of believers. In
whatever place, time, age, or situation,
there is always a special place for this
celebratory occasion to honor the birth
of the Savior and Redeemer of mankind.
Happening as a year-end celebration, the
solemnity of the nativity of the Son serves
as the culminating point in everyone’s life,
and is a constant reminder that in the end,
all individuals, no matter what state of life
they are in, are brothers and sisters in
Christ, bound by great love and charity.
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Wika ng Kasaysayan, Kasaysayan ng Wika
Paraan ng Pagdiriwang ng Buwan ng Wika Kauna-unahan
sa Kasaysayan ng LIDE Learning Center, Inc.
b y M s. Aliza M a r ie Jo se , En g lish Teacher

Walang sakuna tulad lamang ng
pandemya ang makapipigil sa mga LIDEan
sa kanilang taunang pagdaraos ng Buwan
ng Wika. Sa kauna-unahang pagkakataon,
ipinagdiwang
ang
selebrasyon
sa
pamamagitan ng social media. Bagamat
online ang pamamaraan, matagumpay na
naipamalas ng mga LIDEan ang kanilang
mga talento noong ika-28 ng Agosto, 2020.
Gabay ng temang, “Wika ng Kasaysayan,
Kasaysayan ng Wika,” dalawang video na
naglalaman ng mga naging gawain ng mga
mag-aaral sa kabuoan ng selebrasyon ang
ipinalabas sa Facebook.
Sa unang video, ipinamalas ang
mga aktibidad ng mga mag-aaral sa
departamento ng high school. Suot-suot
ang naggagandahang Filipiñana at Barong,
nagsilbing emcee sina Carissa Jade B.
Domingo at Vince Christian P. Sotes sa
naturang programa. Sinimulan ito ng isang
panalanging pinangunahan ng mga piling
mag-aaral sa ika-pitong baitang. Sumunod
dito ang pagpapakita ni Miko Angcoy sa
kanyang angking talento sa pagtugtog ng
piano nang kanyang tugtugin ang “Salakot.”
Hindi naman nagpatalo ang mga mag-aaral
sa ika-walong baitang matapos nilang
bigyang-buhay ang tulang pinamagatang,
“Wika Ko Laban sa Pandemya,” na sila
mismo ang lumikha.
Ang naging programa ay hindi
lamang para sa mga magaling sumulat at
magsalita ngunit para rin sa mga mayroong
malilikhaing imahinasyon. Ipinamalas ng
mga mag-aaral sa ikasiyam na baitang ang
kanilang pagkamalikhain sa pamamagitan
ng mga posters na kanilang iginuhit. Ang
mga ito ay umikot sa temang, “Ang mga
Katutubong Wika sa Maka-Filipinong
Kabayanihan Kontra Pandemya.”
Pagkatapos, inialay ng mga magaaral ng Grade 11-GAS ang isang awiting
pinamagatang, “Handog,” sa mga frontliners
na harap-harapang kinakalaban ang
kumakalat na sakit na COVID-19. Sumunod
dito ang dalawang video na nagpapakita ng
mga orihinal na spoken word poetry ng mga

mag-aaral sa Grade 12-STEM na kanila ring
inalay sa mga makabagong bayani.
Nagpamalas naman ng galing sa
pagsusulat ng sanaysay sina Donn
Ralph Nuñez at Meriya Nikolina Pepito.
Ang sanaysay na ito na pinamagatang,
“Kinabukasa’y Paghandaan sa Pamamagitan
ng Pagbabayanihan,” ay isinalaysay ni Jada
Noilla Jazmin. Hindi lamang likas na talento
sa pagsusulat ang itinanghal, pati na rin
ang talento ng mga LIDEan sa pagkanta at
pagtugtog. Sumunod sa sanaysay ay isang
bandang nagtanghal ng kanilang bersyon
sa kantang “Manalangin.” Pagkatapos,
naglahad naman ng orihinal na tula ang
magkapatid na sina Mischa Andrea Noya at
Kim Tristan Noya. Hindi naman nagpatalo si
Mharry Freya Pelostratos sa pagpapakita ng
talento sapagkat matapos ng magkapatid,
siya ay nagtanghal ng isang interpretatibong
sayaw na pinamagatang “Tagumpay.”
Isang talumpati naman ang isinalaysay
ni Clare de los Santos, isang mag-aaral
mula sa Grade 11-STEM, kung saan
kanyang ipinahayag ang kahalagahan ng
komunikasyon at wika lalong-lalo na sa
panahon ngayon ng pandemya. Ipinadama
naman ni Noelle Tanzo ang pakiramdam muli
ng may kahawak-kamay sa pamamagitan
ng pagkanta sa isa sa mga awiting isinulat
ni Yeng Constantino: ang “Hawak kamay.”
Pagkatapos, hinarana naman ni Reymiel
Solaña ang mga manunuod gamit ang
kanyang ukulele habang umaawit ng kantang
“Ako’y Isang Pinoy.” Nagtapos ang programa
sa isang panalanging pinangunahan ng mga
mag-aaral sa ika-pitong baitang.
Kahit hindi tulad ng mga nakaraang
selebrasyon ng Buwan ng Wika na
mayroong salu-salo, ang pagdaraos ng
naturang programa ay naging matagumpay
at makabuluhan. Hindi kinakailangang
magtipon sa isang lugar upang ipagdiwang
ang selebrasyon at upang makapagbigayalay sa mga tauhang nangunguna sa
pakikipaglaban sa katunggaling hindi
nahahagilap ng mata. Higit sa lahat, ang
naging pagdiriwang ay naging paalala sa
kahalagahan ng wika
at komunikasyon sa
bayanihan
upang
masolusyonan
ang
kasalukuyang
pandemya.
Sabi
nga sa kasabihan,
“Kapag tayong lahat
ay
nagtutulungan,
makakamtan
natin
ang
inaasam
na
tagumpay.”

PHR

continues
a m i d s t
pandemic
by Yel ena Beatri z V. Ledes ma

The close-to-a-year-long
pandemic did not hinder the Rosarians
from carrying out their tradition of
sharing their blessings as they gave
away hundreds of bags of grocery
items to select pupils of Amaya, Bucal,
and Bunga Elementary Schools on
December 11.
Exceeding donations received in
the previous school years, a different
“Papaskong Handog ng Rosarians”
(PHR) was undertaken this year.
Voluntary donations were brought to
the school campus by parents and
guardians instead of the pupils and
students. Cash donations also poured
in via G-Cash from patrons residing in
far places or those who had preferred
not to leave their homes.
Recipients also did not have to
come to the school and line up to claim
the bags of groceries. The goods
were entrusted to teachers, who in
turn, would distribute them to select
recipients to avoid the gathering of
people.
“This year’s Papaskong Handog
is also different because our Pupil and
Student Council Officers did a sort of a
virtual caroling to raise more donations
to fund the program,” Joanne Mabasa,
Vice Principal for Students shared.
“We were amazed at the turn
out of donations since the world is
in financial crisis, tapos buhos ang
donasyon,” she added.
“The virtual caroling was such
a challenge having to gather the
officers to sing from a ZOOM meeting
and getting their voices to sync,”
Gino Joseph Manas, PC/SC adviser
remarked.
Each bag of goods contained
Purefoods Chinese Style Luncheon
Meat, Milo Powdered Choco Malt
Milk Drink, Argentina Corned Beef,
Del Monte Spaghetti Sauce, Fiesta
Spaghetti Noodles, Eden Processed
Filled Cheese, and Alaska Powdered
Milk.
Papaskong Handog ng Rosarians
is an annual program of the institution
under the supervision of the Pupil and
Student Council. It was spearheaded
by Mabasa, Manas, and Desiree
Dimasuay, adviser of Senior High
School (SHS) SC, with the support of
Engr. Oscar Ledesma, President of
the Parents’ Association (PA) and the
PA Board of Representatives.
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Benildeans thrive in times of change:
A Career Guidance Week Celebration
by Reiz Chie Se C. Lajom

The celebration of SBISB Career Guidance Week
commenced on November 23, 2020 with the theme “Thrive in
Times of Change.” Numerous activities were held during the
event which included career trivias, games, essay-writing and
digital artworks.
Career talks and seminars highlighted the celebration with
virtual resource persons who provided essential information
about career choices and decisions.
On November 25, a webinar was held with the topic “New
Trends in Career as COVID 19 Aftermath”. The event lasted
for two and a half hours, starting at 1:30 in the afternoon. It
was made possible through the school’s partnership with
Phoenix Publishing House. Students from grades nine to ten
and a few teachers attended the said event.
Mr. Mark Gleen Cidro was the resource person of the
webinar. He started the webinar with a quiz, showing different
pictures and a video for the attendees to guess. In his talk,
Mr. Cidro shared how the corona virus experience affect the
future careers as well as its impact on industries. He also
provided information of the potential high opportunity jobs by
2024. His presentation also included life stories of people who
challenged their creativity in order to adapt to changes brought
about by the pandemic. The audience was also updated with
the top 10 soft skills one must possess as he strives to build
a career.
Most people have multiple passions in life, making it
harder to choose which one they will pursue as a job in the
future. Not everyone lands on a job they enjoy doing. One
must discover his passion and make a living out of it too.
Each action has a consequence, good or bad. Nobody learns
without getting it wrong. In order to get things done, a person
must learn to create a balance between the things he wanted
to do and things he needed to do.
At all circumstances, always choose wisely.

CARICATURE OF THE GRADE 7- ST. BENILDE STUDENTS

MAGAZINE COVERS MADE BY
THE GRADE 10 STUDENTS

by Abraham Paul M. Restar

For centuries old, language barrier is one of the international
controversies we are facing even up to this day. It is a conversation
where no conversation can be made at all, thus, making unity
pay the price. I would like to blame the insolence of people who
were building the Tower of Babel but it’s of no use. I am glad that
today, many people are being able to use English as their way to
communicate to other people. However, why does it seem that
the language is there but no communication being held? Why
does it seem like there is no conversation being established
despite the presence of a common denominator?
Right now, the world is facing its, by far, the worst enemy
of the 21st century. It is that compelling entity that even doctors
of these days cannot rebuke right away. But, in the midst of
all these conundrums and worries, there go the people who
backlash their own government, citizens rebelling against the
health care protocols, and the division gets worse and worse
by each and every passing day. It is heart breaking but it is our
reality today.

English as a means of communication is being abused even
before this pandemic started knocking on our doors. In fact,
I think I should not just say the English language but rather,
words. Misinformation, discrimination, these are just some of the
things that people do to abuse the power that words possess.
That is now, I am telling you that English should not just be our
“Lingua Franca” but, I think we should include love, respect, and
honesty, not to mention sympathy.
The world is now on its way to devastation and it is up to
us, its caretakers, to make it a better place despite all the things
happening around. We should not wait for an example. Let
ourselves be an example of how to be more human, how to be
more loving, and compassionate towards one-another. This, I
believe, is another way for us to see things with a silver lining
that even if trials are present, we still make the most out of it by
spreading a little humanity in our community. Whoever is reading
this, I hope you are doing fine. Keep safe and see you when I
see you. Spread love for it is the tie that knots us all.
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LITERARY

THE TOWN OF
NIGHTMARES

Written By M.S.T, NCF
Illustrated by Ejay Borjal

As the moon crawled upward, the sky was filled
with darkness again thus, feeding the lonely town
with nightmares for countless times. No streetlights
nor a speck of light was visible on the streets, it’s just
the moon and their fears that could be seen as well
as the villagers’ shouts that could be heard. Amidst
the hill, there was a small village which everyone
calls as the “Town of Nightmares”, wherein every
night, as the villagers of the little town falls into a
slumber feeling tired, a nightmare creeps through
their windows which awakes them and keeps them
sleepless for the rest of their lives.
And in this town, there was a young girl named
- as what the villagers call - “The Jinx”. The Jinx
was blamed for the town’s night terrors. But it isn’t
because she brought the nightmares in the town
nor it started when she was born, it was because
she seems unusual from everyone. The villagers of
the town of nightmares were deluded that whatever
their minds would make, they tend to believe it.
Thus, this had made them believe that once the
unusual young girl rather, the Jinx, as they call her,
leaves the town, their peaceful nights would come
back. This is the reason why every morning, the Jinx
would always get welcomed with shouts and riots
from outside. Although she did not mind the furious
villagers outside as she once told them, “I and my

house shall not be harmed or your nightmares
would worsen and last eternally. I am the jinx that
would bring such bad luck in your houses until
it reaches your mind that would be fed with your
worst fears”. But the Jinx only uttered those lies to

protect herself from the worst that lies.
Hence, they could never even lay a footprint on
her yard. They could only talk but it was still more
painful than she thinks. From her hair as white as
ashes, her eyes as blue as the ocean and her skin
as black as coal - they all hated it from the bottom of
their heartless heart. They called her such names
they never wanted to be referred, they bullied her
even though they never wanted to be hurt and they
mistreated her for such piffle reason even though
they never wanted to be treated the same.
Nevertheless, she remained silent and still
despite the pandemonium they brought her. It is
not because she has no feelings but it was for the
reason that she had never once experienced any
of the nightmares the villagers had been suffering.
Every day, while the villagers are busy ruining
her life, the jinx slumbers peacefully on her bed
never experiencing such terrors. And every night,
after everyone falls on their bed restless from
their own businesses, they dozes off yet wakes
up minutes later as they could not get hold of the
horror that hunts them even after their eyes were
wide open. However, the Jinx who wakes up by
nightfall from a deep sleep in the daylight, starts

her day by peacefully drinking from her cup of tea
as she watches her neighbors light their lamps,
shouting one by one as the monsters of their
dreams have visited them again. She thought, “I

know that I am not the reason behind their beliefs.
This town should learn that they are making their
own version of bad dreams. If they could only give
their morning a peaceful one, then they might
have a peaceful night, too”

Near nor F a r
Written by: Jess Mario San Joaquin, NCF

I never thought that this would come this far
Thinking deeply, inherit the way I live from afar
Howling in my mind the greatest tragedy
Why did I come this far, when I am about to delight it tight.
Getting simpler decisions in life
Makes it complex the way I decide
Complicating things is how I collide
But never getting the way onto right.
Tonight, I’m laying in my bed
The time is 11:56 p.m. and I’m still wide awake
Thinking of my past that tears me down
Asking myself if I’m enough
I never should have come this far
If I just know where I’m heading to
Over-thinking and deep thoughts are what surround my mob
This wouldn’t have happened when I stay near not far.
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Words by: Christinne, NCF

Everything will change in a blink of an eye,
And in that time you will see that the world is not for thee.
Is it possible for me when I already changed myself?
Is it fine for me to stay when the world pushed me itself?

I may be gone but I will never forget the duel
that made my life shatter in a blink of forever.

Written by: Jess Mario San Joaquin,NCF

Anna, bata, Ika’y magtago,
Sapagkat ang iyong nasa harapa’y mga katakot-takot
Multo, aswang, engkanto,
Mga kababalintatawang ginuhit ng isipang mapaglaro.
Sa durungawan iyong makikita,
Mga adhikain ng mga ambisosyong makata
Anna, bata, iyong ipikit ang mga mata
Sapagkat sa pagkagat ng dilim, iyong matutunghayan ang
mga kathang isip na binigyang buhay
Isa, dalawa, tatlo
Huwag mong bibilangin ang bawat oras na dumadaloy,
Anna, bata, iyong isara ang bibig at tatandaan
Anumang kalabog, anumang ingay
ay maaring makabuhay sa patay na nagtutulug-tulugan
Nalilingid man sa ating paningin,
Araw man ng patay o hindi, sila’y nandiyan lamang
Naghihintay, namamanglaw
Kaya Anna, bata,
Buksan mo ang iyong mata’t huwag masindak sa mga
nilalang
na ating nilikha.
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How can the world be so cruel?
Do you know my soul? Will you know it all?
I would be happy if ever you asked for a duel,
‘cause I know
That one day will come and I will be gone forever.

by Miss Jolene Ashera R. Benipayo
MAPEH Teacher
Saint Francis Academy, LSGH Supervised
Dasmariñas, Cavite

For several months now, because of the pandemic,
everything has changed: livelihood, social relationship,
community guidelines, standards, and education. Coping
with these major changes made or even forced everyone
to adapt to new ways of doing things, including teaching.
Online teaching eliminated the possibility of a year
reduced to waste because of quarantine and lockdown. To
be an online educator is a challenging task in this new
normal where students have been reduced to staying indoors
for the good part of the year. It made me realize the value
of having a strong internet connectivity especially when
in instances where the connection is unstable or totally
absent. Sometimes the connection lags in which case the
my voice sounds otherworldly. Evaluation and assessment
become monumental challenges since monitoring everyone
in an online class is close to impossible. It helps through that
through online webinars, teachers and ultimately students
are able to get acquainted with online resources which
encourages students to tests and quizzes instruments
honestly. Another challenge is the reluctance of students
to switch on their cameras during online sessions, possibly
because of privacy issues which is totally understandable.
All told however, I am happy that while teaching MAPEH,
my students and I enjoy singing, dancing, doing physical
and arts activities during online class. It cannot be
overemphasized also that consideration and patience will
always make things flow smoothly between the teacher,
students, and parents during online classes.
As an online teacher, I realized that learning does not
stop. The fun and joy in learning from the face-to-face
classes can still happen in online classes with the use of
different techniques which can be applied by the teacher. If
all there is cooperation, willingness and eagerness to learn,
online classes will surely be effective.

